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Noi had theii Navy much bettci Success, for they coming to Ponteamass,
sent in their small Gallics to plunder and burn the Town, which they did
effectually, and, of Elephants Teeth only, they burnt above 200 Tuns. The
Ships and Jotiks of Burden lying in the Road, above four Miles from the
Town, the Couehm-chmese taking hold of that Opportunity, attackt the
large Vessels, and burned some, and forced others ashoie, wdiilst their
Gallies were in a narrow River, and could not come to their Assistance till
High-water that they could get out. The Couchin-chmese having done what
they came for, retired, not caring to engage such a superior Number, and
the Siameis feaiing Famine in their Fleet, steered their Course for Siam with
Disgrace. In Anno 1720. I saw several of the Wracks, and the Ruins of the
Town of Ponteamass,

The City of Cambodia stands on the Side of the great River, about 50 or
60 Leagues from Ponteamass by Land, or by Water in the South-west
Monsoons. The Country produces Gold of twenty one Car ads fine, raw
Silk at 120 Dollars per Pecul, Elephants Teeth at 50 to 55 Dollars for the
largest. The small aie of different Prices. They have also much Sapan-
wood, Sandal-wood, Agala-wood, Sticklack, and many Sorts of physical
Drugs, and Lack for Japaning. They are very desirous of having a Trade
with the English; but they will not suffer the Dutch to settle Factories in
their Country

Provisions of Flesh and Fish are plentiful and cheap, and are the only
Things that may be bought without a Permit from the King. I have
bought a Bullock, that weighed between 4 and 500 Weight, for a Spanish
Dollar; and Rice is bought at Eight Pence per Pecul, which is about 140 Ib.
but Poultry are scarce, because the Country being for the most Part
woody, when the Chickens grow big, they go to the Woods, and shift
for themselves. Tigers and wild Elephants are numerous in the Woods,
and there are also wild Cattle and Buffaloes, and Plenty of Deer, all which
Animals every Body is free to catch or kill.

There are about two hundred Topasses, or Indian Portuguese settled and
married in Cambodia, and some of them have pretty good Posts in the
Government, and live great after the Fashion of that Country; but they
have no Priests, nor will any venture to go among them, for in Anno 1710.
a poor Capuchin went there to officiate, and finding one of the toppingest
of his Congregation to have two Wives, ordered him, by virtue of his
sacerdotal Power, to put one of them away, but his Parishioner would not
obey in that Point, which made the Priest use the Weapon of Excom-
munication against him, which the other took in such Dudgeon, that he
knockt his spiritual Guide's Brains out for his unseasonable Severity,